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DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS 
KANGAROOS 

Statement 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.45 pm]:  I will be very brief.  I want to add a little to the comments of 
Hon John Fischer.  I have a concern about development commissions.  I guess this is a wonderful place for 
rumours.  With no disrespect to the Country Womens Association of WA, rumours probably fly around in 
greater numbers in this place than they ever have at the CWA.  I am sure my remarks will be taken with the 
levity with which they were intended to be taken. 

In all seriousness, I understand it is Labor Party policy to eventually do away with State Governments.  I hope 
that is wrong, but that is what I have been told.  I would be very pleased if it is wrong.  However, if it is true - I 
believe our current Prime Minister is also a centralist - I have grave concern that this could be another attempt to 
prevent State Governments from getting federal funds.  We always find it very difficult to get money across the 
Nullarbor and I have great fears that if State Governments disappear, these development commissions, which are 
pure bureaucracy, will be seen in an intermediary role.  I fear the ability of small shires to negotiate a reasonable 
deal with Big Brother. 

I want to make an apology to the House for an incorrect statement I made last week on the subject of the 
counting of the numbers of grey kangaroos.  I quoted Mr Peter Brown, who owns Arabiddy station, in an article I 
had read some time previously - I think the Farm Weekly.  The figure quoted in the count was 667 000 and I said 
that Peter Brown had estimated he had 700 000 himself.  That worried me a little and because I was unable to re-
read the article, I phoned Peter Brown and he said it would be probably somewhere between 3 000 and 4 000.  
There is obviously a huge difference between 700 000 and 3 000 or 4 000.  I did say in my previous speech that I 
had not exaggerated by a single kangaroo.  Of course, that is truthful.  In fact, I had exaggerated by 696 000 
kangaroos!  However, I apologise to the House for that.  It was an error that was certainly not intentional and I 
am very happy to set the record straight. 

House adjourned at 5.48 pm 
__________ 

 


